For once we were delighted with the weather forecast being wrong - overcast with occasional bright patches was the gloomy Met Office prediction, whereas we had a wall-to-wall sunny afternoon for the first Horticultural Show since Summer 2019.  It was all quintessentially British as the tea and cakes had to be hurriedly moved into the shade and the visitors either basked in full sun or found some dappled shade.  A bit like anything that is starting up after a pause, we weren’t quite sure what the response would be to a Show where people would actually mingle and talk face to face when the pandemic was still about, but we were pleasantly surprised to find that people were keen to get back to as normal a life as possible.

A very good number of entries were brought in from 8am and judging began at 10.15 sharp.  As a relative newcomer to the Show protocol I have been amazed at the amount of time the judges take in coming to a conclusion about winners and runners-up.  Two people judge the fruit and vegetables and there is earnest conversation over every single entry except the longest runner bean - there’s no two ways about that winner.  Of course judging is partly objective and partly subjective - we all have our pet likes and dislikes after all - but it is all done with care and consideration.  Naturally the cookery judge has the best job, although one year we must counterbalance by having a marmite cake recipe from Letitia Cropley (Vicar of Dibley).

Prizegiving, because of Covid, was outdoors this year, but was actually a much better venue and we will continue this for the future.  Many thanks to Charlotte Daruwalla who was our VIP for the day and presented the prizes.  Prizewinners are mentioned below, but well done to Jennie Davis who took the main prizes of the Salomons Cup and RHS Bronze Banksian Medal.  For the last two shows we have opened up entries beyond the two mile radius of Mickleham to members of The Garden Shed http://www.gardenshed.club set up locally to promote gardening and to hold events, talks, visits and more.  Jennie is our first winner from that source and we hope this will provide stimulus and interest in our show and a fresh competitiveness in producing excellent entries.  Our aim is to keep this wonderful and traditional local event alive into the future.

David Kennington

Winners

Ellman Cup, most outstanding exhibit—flowers,  Jennie Davis
Robson Cup, most outstanding entry—vegetables,  Jennie Davis
Schreiber Cup, most outstanding entry—fruit, Val Hallett
Gordon Clark Cup, most outstanding entry—floral arrangements,  Alison Walton		
Dennis Trophy, most outstanding entry—cookery,  Sarah Blake
Vi Bullen Trophy, most outstanding entry—arts and crafts, Charlotte Daruwalla
Alan Huggett Memorial Cup, best dahlias,  Richard Siberry				
Taylor Cup, most points—cookery,  Sophie Adshead
Colwell Cup, most points—arts and crafts,  Charlotte Daruwalla
Bronze Banksian Medal, most points—horticulture,   Jennie Davis
Salomons Cup, most points in show,   Jennie Davis
Irvine Cup, most outstanding children’s 3-4 yrs,  Amalie Pinner 
Heygate Cup, most outstanding children’s 5-8 yrs,   Cecilia Turner
Wilkinson Cup - most outstanding children’s 9 and over,    Freddie Armitage
Hudlass Cup - best entry St Michael’s School,    Beth Conningham

