It was particularly hard to wake up to heavy cloud and the promise of rain for most of the day after the sun had shone nearly all week and was due to do so again on Sunday!  However, lack of sun did not in any way equal lack of entries.  In spite of gardeners’ dissatisfaction with this summer’s weather (too wet, too dry, too hot, etc.) they had managed to put together a superb display of the most beautiful and colourful vegetables.  Tomatoes jostled chillies, peppers nestled against the sweetcorn while many coloured beetroot vied with the carrots.  And the heaviest marrow went off the scale!
But for the best reminder of summer’s colours one had to go to the jams, jellies, fruit gins and soft fruit as well as the entries in the flower and flower arrangement classes, not to mention the self-portraits and sunflower paintings exhibited by pupils at St Michael’s School.  The Nursery room housed some outstanding craft entries (although art and craft entries as a whole were less numerous this year)  and a lovely display by the nursery children of octopuses (or is it octopi?).  
Cookery classes were inundated with entries, many from children entering the adult classes and often doing very well indeed.  Courgette muffins and chocolate cookies, cakes, strudels and Bara Brith filled the tables demonstrating skills certainly not lost in spite of the ready-meal culture.  Photography titles were all popular with lots of memories of summer fun and portraits of flowers.
Thanks must go especially to John Winn for presenting the cups and to Alison Wood and her volunteer helpers for taking charge of serving tea and cake to all visitors.  We were happy to welcome Ferret Rescue, the Spinners and Weavers and the Reigate Beekeepers who were not deterred by the rain.  We hope they will come again next year and enjoy better weather!  It was good to see Mary Dennis entering the show after a long absence and demonstrating that she has not lost any of her prize-winning talents.  As always, thank you to all  helpers, growers, bakers and makers that are essential to our existence, plus a very hard-working committee.     
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