The Village Show is one way that we celebrate our community every year.   It is by no means just a get-together  of  gardeners  discussing the problems of the season and eyeing up their competitors’ runner beans.  It provides a forum for many different talents  and  our  chance  to  appreciate what may often go on behind closed doors!
In the Hall, it was clear from the start that there had been a lot going on throughout the summer with an amazing display of photographs, from the exotic to the everyday, showing what we have been up to.   Over there was the flower arranging table, while on the right there was the longest runner bean with the scent of the roses. You couldn't help but admire the magnificent dahlias and superb displays of autumn flowers.  Round the corner, it was impossible to ignore the St Michael’s School entries of dressed wooden spoon characters and the highly coloured display of plates that lit up the area. Now on the right, there was vegetable land with corn, courgettes and carrots to mention but a few while your nose was drawn to the left with a display of cookery excellence to make you weep.  The judge was the envy of us all, tasting a piece of cake here or treacle tart there before moving on to jams and jellies.    What enjoyment was his while we could only look longingly!  Then we came to the fruit in what has been a superb season for those apples, blackberries and plums to harvest and turn into meals for the coming months.
Past the array of cups and into the nursery area to see the Arts and Crafts, the Nursery children’s bee paintings and individual children’s items.  As ever, a  huge  variety  that  must  have given the  judges  nightmares. How can you compare a jammy heart with a cover for a mobile phone or a flower arrangement? There were some amazingly complex Lego models which impressed the adults .
Outside, you could take your pick from two plant stalls, visit our Norbury cheesemakers, the Reigate Beekeepers with their Mickleham honey,  Gilbert’s owls (including a 5 week old baby barn owl) and the entrepreneurs on the wand stall.   Last, but by no means least, was the chance to relax with tea and cake (thanks to Mary Flint and helpers) and chat to friends in what  turned out to be a warm September day.
Presentation of the prizes by our parish priest, Malcolm Raby,  crowned the afternoon for many happy cup winners and the raffle was drawn before we cleared up after another successful show.  Our thanks must go to all who contributed whether in ways seen or unseen.

Judy Kinloch

Prize winners

The Aitken Cup: ‘Summer into Autumn’ border: Judith Long   
The Ellman Cup: most oustanding exhibit - Flowers: Alan Edwards           
The Robson Cup: most outstanding  entry - Vegetables: Martin Cox    
The Schreiber Cup: most outstanding entry - Fruit: Val Hallett     
The  Dennis Trophy: most outstanding entry - Cookery: Patrick Armitage      
The Vi Bullen Cup: most outstanding entry in section G other than photography: Alison Wood
The Alan Huggett Cup: best Dahlia: Richard Siberry 
The Taylor Cup: cookery - greatest number of points: Patrick Armitage 
The Colwell Cup: arts and crafts: Eric Flint / Poppy Callicott (8)—prize shared
The Bronze Banksian Medal: greatest number of points in the horticultural classes: Judy Kinloch
The Salomons Cup: most points in the show: Judy Kinloch
The Irvine Cup: children 3 to 4 years old: Benjamin Blanchard
The Heygate Cup: children 5 to 8: Archie Armitage
The Wilkinson Cup: children 9 & over: Tatiana Fleming-Smith
The Hudlass Cup: the best entry in St Michael’s School classes: Poppy Wood
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